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ASSEMBLE IN praise of god 

Maundy Thursday Tenebrae Service of Shadows 

Tenebrae means shadows, and as we read Matthew’s ac-

count of the Passion of our Lord, we will experience the 

growing shadows of sin and this world’s darkness gather-

ing around the cross. 

 

Prelude           Herzliebster Jesu BWV 1093                 J.S. Bach 

 

Welcome 

 

*HYMN #223                       When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 

 

Please be seated 

 

Call to Worship 

                                

Leader:  When it was evening, Jesus took his place  

  with his disciples, and while they were  

  eating, he said, “Truly I tell you,  

  one of you will betray me.”  

People: “Who? Who will betray you?”  

  they all wondered. Surely not me.  

  Tell us who, Jesus.  

Leader: “The one who dips his hand into  

  the dish with me.”  

People: “But that’s all of us.  

  We’ve all shared this common meal.” 

 

GOD’S WORD AND SACRAMENT 

 

Invitation to the Table 

The Lord’s Supper  

    The Lord be with you  

 And also with you.  

    Lift up your hearts.  

 We lift them to the Lord.  

    Let us give thanks unto the Lord.  

  It is right to give God thanks and praise.  

    Thank you, O Lord,  

    that with the sweep of creation you have  

    revealed the beauty of your blessing to the  

    whole universe.  Though the ugliness of our sin  

    has marred  creation, killed innocents,  

    and caused slavery, 

    you make and keep covenant with your people,  

    leading us from bondage to freedom  

    and send us prophets to call us back to your   

    ways of justice and peace for all.  



 May You be praised, O Lord our God,  

 Ruler of the Universe.  

 You feed the world with goodness,  

 mercy, and grace.  

    Blessed are you, O God,  

    for our beloved brother Jesus  

    who came to show us the Way, the Truth,  

    and the Life so that we might share in your  

    blessing and live in your abundance  

    forever and ever.  

 When we were hungry, without food,  

 he healed us.  

 When ignorant, he taught us.  

 When we were sick, he touched us with healing.  

 When enslaved to demons, he freed us.  

    He embodied your Sovereign rule all the way  

    to certain death by Empire,  

    yet he did not back down.  

    Send forth your Holy Spirit now, we pray,  

    That, as we read the ancient story, we may 

    hear you speak among all the screams  

    and silences of the cross.  

    Keep us all one,  

    even as you prayed we would all be one,  

    and fill us with the strength to abide with you  

    and minister unto you  

    even in the torturous chaos of a crucifying  

    world. 

    This we ask in Christ, through Christ,  

    with Christ to whom be all honor and glory  

   and dominion now and forevermore.  

 Amen.  

 

Communion  by  Intinction          

                                      As in That Upper Room           Carl Haywood 

  

Organ Voluntary      Herzliebster Jesu        Charles Calahan 

 

Reading                                                                     Matthew 26:31-35  

Silent Reflection 

Reading                                                                     Matthew 26:36-46 

Silent Reflection  

Reading                                                                Matthew 26:47-56  

Hymnal #218             Ah!  Holy Jesus            Choir Verse 1

                                                     

 



Reading                                                             Matthew 26:57-68  

Silent Reflection                                                               

Reading                                                                  Matthew 26:69-75  

Hymnal #218        Who Was The Guilty?        Choir  Verse 2 

Reading                                                                        Matthew 27:1-2  

Silent Reflection 

Reading                                                                     Matthew 27:3-10  

Silent Reflection 

Reading                                                                  Matthew 27:11-14 

Hymnal #218      Lo, the Good Shepherd                         Verse 3     

                                    Congregation (seated) 

Reading                                                                   Matthew 27:15-26  

Silent Reflection 

Reading                                                                  Matthew 27:27-31 

Hymnal #218           For me, Kind Jesus                            Verse  4 

      Congregation (seated) 

Reading                                                                  Matthew 27:32-37  

Silent Reflection 

Reading                                                                  Matthew 27:38-46  

Hymnal  #218     Therefore, Kind Jesus             Choir Verse 5 

Reading                                                                  Matthew 27:47-50  

Silent Reflection 

Reading                                                                  Matthew 27:51-54  

Hymnal #228           Were You There        All Singing  Verse 1 

Stripping of the chancel 

Departure in Silence  

 

Stripping of the church 

    The final act of the service is the stripping of the Sanctuary.  This is done in 
silence.  The stark, bare, unadorned church now reflects Jesus’ abandonment dur-
ing the night in Gethsemane.  When the pastor departs, you are asked to dis-
miss from the Sanctuary in silence. 
     

Thank you to our lay reader Bill Hartling  
to Al & Ellen Combs who prepared our communion elements;  

and to our Nursery Assistant Ann Worley. 


