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JOHN FARMER AND IRENE SANTOS 
WORK TO REMOVE ONE OF THE 

AIR RESERVOIRS.   
  The organ will be silent this Sunday. 
   For the first time since the organ was dedicated on 
October 27, 1979, the bellows, also known as air res-
ervoirs, have been removed for maintenance. They’ve 
been taken to a shop in North Carolina to be re-
leathered, and then they’ll be reinstalled, hopefully in 
time that the organ will sound out again in the next 
week or two.  

   There are two reservoirs, each 
at the base of the organ at the 
back, one on the right and one 
on the left. They’re low and rec-
tangular, made of wood frames 
with sheepskin gaskets on the 
edges. The corner gussets have 

become dry and brittle with age and that meant the 
reservoirs could fail without warning. 
   Each reservoir helps regulate the air coming from 
the blower and then into the organ. When the organ-
ist plays a big chord, for instance, the reservoir acts to 
keep the air at a constant pressure so all the notes 
sound full and clear. There are weights on top of the 
reservoir: they press down as air flows out to the 
pipes and the new air flows into the reservoir, and it 
all works to keep the air supply steady as air goes in 
and out, in and out. 
   “It’s like the lungs of the organ,” said John Farmer, 
of J. Allen Farmer, Inc., the Winston-Salem-based 
builder and restorer of fine pipe  
organs.  
   After the reservoirs are re-installed, the second 
phase of the work will be to remove certain pipes and 
take them to A.R. Schoop’s Sons, a pipe builder in 
Alliance, Ohio. Some of the pipes have collapsed in-
ward at the bottom conical part. Those notes have 
been barely sounding. Craftsmen will insert copper 
sleeves within the base of the pipes and the same 
pipes will be re-installed. The organ will remain playa-
ble while those particular pipes are being restored. 
The timetable on the work on the pipes is still to be 
determined.  
   The church has waited for two years to get the 
work done on the reservoirs, one more thing affected 
by the Covid-19 pandemic when the workers could 
not travel and the job flow for everyone got so 
backed up. The church was fortunate that the reser-
voirs held during these last two years.  
   This past Monday, John and his assistant, Irene 
Santos, worked for several hours to remove the reser-
voirs. There are doors that open on the back of the 
organ and panels on the sides, but they still had to cut 
through a post on either side to remove the reser-
voirs.  
   When the organ was installed 43 years ago, Fritz 
Noack remembered his former worker, John Farmer, 
and called John to help him do adjustments and tonal 
finishing.  

   “Ever since, I’ve been working on this instrument,” 
John said. “It’s a joy.” 
   I thought about what he’d said about the reservoirs 
being the lungs of the organ.  
   The breath of God, the wind of God, the spirit of 
God hovered over the waters at creation.  
    At the 40th anniversary celebration of the organ 
three years ago, organist Robert Hobby played the 
tune he had composed for the occasion and the choir 
sang the words of poet Susan Palo Cherwein, “What 
Joyous Song Unfolding.”  
   The lyrics contain biblical images like the mountains 
singing and the forest clapping their hands. 
   “Shall we alone be silent? Shall we not sing God’s 
praise/Whose song is ever present/Whose voice en-
chants our days?/Then let us breathe together to 
praise the God of Life/…God, may our hearts be 
grateful/And may our words be true/May all our 
songs be noble/And draw us deep in you/That sing-
ing holy stories/More holy we become/Transposed 
into like spirits/To be your loving home.” 
 

God bless you! 
Monte 

NEW ELDERS ELECTIONS 
       We will soon be electing officers.  A list of 
active confirmed members, the nomination form 
for 5 Ruling Elders to Class of 2024-2025, 1 Trus-
tee, and 1 Nominating Committee representative 
will be available in the church Narthex on Sunday, 
September 11th  and should be returned by Sun-
day, October 2nd . 

        Ruling Elders are chosen by the people.  Together with 
Teaching Elders (Ministers) of the Word and Sacrament, they 
exercise leadership, government, spiritual discernment, and dis-
cipline and have responsibilities for the life of this church as 
well as the church-at-large.  In our church, they also oversee the 
work of the numerous committees.  When they are elected as 
commissioners to higher governing bodies, Ruling Elders par-
ticipate and vote with the same authority as Teaching Elders of 
the Word and Sacrament, and they are eligible for any office. 
        Ruling Elders should be persons of wisdom and maturity 
of faith, dedication, leadership skills, and compassionate in spir-
it.  Their manner of life should be a demonstration of the Chris-
tian Gospel, both within the church and in the world. Fifteen 
ruling Elders make up our church’s Session, which meets the 
fourth Monday of each month. 
        Trustees shall have the following powers to:  
        —receive, hold, encumber, manage, and transfer 
            property, real or personal, for the congregation 
        —accept and execute deeds of title to such property 
        —hold and defend title to such property 
        —manage any permanent special funds for the  
            furtherance of the purposes of the congregation. 
        All this is done subject to the authority of the Session and 
under provisions of the Constitution of the Presbyterian 
Church (USA). 
        A congregational meeting has been called for the 
election of officers on Sunday, October 23rd., at the close of 
worship.  Nominations from the floor may also be made at that 
time, with the prior consent of those being nominated. 
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01   Pam Lawrence 
02   Danielle Williams 
03   Marian Hopkins 
04   Robert T. Gardner 
06   Ray Richmond 
11   Barbara Daniel 

 
LECTIONARY READINGS 

September 4 - Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost: 
Read Luke 14:25-33 What do you think Jesus means 
when he says one must hate his/her life to be his disci-
ple? How does his call to carry our own cross inform 
this? Jesus gives examples of “counting the cost,” 
showing that being his disciple involves a willingness 
to give up everything. Is there something in 
your life that you need to give up in order to fol-
low Jesus more faithfully?  
 
September 11 – Fourteenth Sunday after Pente-
cost: Read Timothy 1:12-17 How has God 
abundantly poured his strength, mercy, grace, faith, and 
love into your life? How has Jesus shown his 
“immense patience” to you? How can all of this be 
used as an example to share with others that they, too, 
“would believe and receive eternal life?”  
 

September 4 
Jer. 18:1-11 and Ps. 

139:1-6, 13-18; 
Deut. 30:15-20  

and Ps. 1;  
Phlm. 1:1-21;  
Luke 14:25-33 

 
September 11 

Jer. 4:11-12, 22-28 
and Ps. 14;  
Ex. 32:7-14  

and Ps. 51:1-10; 1 
Tim 1:12-17;  
Luke 15:1-10 

September 18 
Jer. 8:18-9:1 and  

Ps. 79:1-9; 
Amos 8:4-7 and Ps. 113;  

1 Tim. 2:1-7;  
Luke 16:1-13 

 
September 25 

Jer. 32:1-3a, 6-15  
and Ps. 91:1-6, 14-16; 

Amos 6:1a, 4-7  
and Ps. 146;  

1 Tim. 6:6-19;  
Luke 16:19-31 

NURTURING FAITH IDEAS 

MEMORIAL GIFT FUND 
We are grateful for the following Memorial Gifts 
 

--In Memory of “Chucker” Lucas: by Glenna J. 
Ferguson, Mr. & Mrs. John Scherer 

--In Memory of  John B. Hedrick: by Ms. Nancy Keat-
ley, Ms. Glenna J. Ferguson 

--In Memory of Martha Rucker: by Ms. Glenna J. Fer-
guson 

--In Memory of  John P. (Jay) Scherer: by Ms. Sharon 
Scherer 

--In Memory of  Alex Johnson: by Ms. Glenna J. Fergu-
son 

11   Paulette Buzbee 
20   Nancy Cameron 
23   Julienne Smith 
25   Michael Hastings 
26   Ryan Wilson 
29   Nancy Estep 

September 18 – Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost: Read 1 
Timothy 2:1-7 Paul urges the church to pray particularly 
for those in positions of authority. Why do you think that 
is, and what are ways you could answer this plea to pray 
for our leaders? He shifts the focus to its proper center: 
our Mediator and Ransom Christ Jesus. How might we 

point others to him in our worship and witness that 
they may “come to a knowledge of the truth?”  
 
September 25 – Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost: 
Read 1 Timothy 6:6-19 Paul contrasts godliness (in the 
form of contentment) with greed. In what ways can an 

eagerness for goods over God lead to grief and ruin? What 
might it look like instead to pursue righteousness, faith, 
love, and gentleness? What is the difference between put-
ting hope in wealth vs. in God? How does this take form 
in our actions and deeds?  

Birthdays 
PER CAPITA 

In 2022, our Presbytery of WV Per 
Capita  rate is $30.05 per active, 

confirmed member. This is a set amount of money per 
member that Presbyterians pay to share the costs associat-
ed with operating, coordinating and ecclesiastical func-
tions of our General Assembly, Presbyteries, and Synods.    
 

While the cost for each of us individually is minimal, the 
total impact on the church budget is substantial.  If you 
feel you can assist with the expenses for the current year, 
please make your checks payable to Beckley Presbyterian 
Church, with the notation, “Per Capita,” on the memo 
line.  Contributions can be received at any time during the 
year. 
 

Your Contributions are greatly appreciated. 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE  
MEMBERS NEEDED 

The Worship committee needs your 

help.  We are looking for interested 

members who would like to volun-

teer their time and talents to help improve this 

church ministry.  This committee helps to coordi-

nate and oversee aspects of our worship service ex-

perience including music, sound and video, lay read-

ers, paraments, collection of tithes and offerings, 

and other aspects that help to enhance the worship 

experience for our congregation.  The committee 

typically meets on the second Tuesday of every 

month at 6:00 PM in the Witherspoon room.  You 

may contact Al Combs, committee moderator, or 

Monte Mitchell if you have any questions or com-

ments.  Thanks to all our committee members and 

we hope that you will consider joining our group.      


