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CALLING ALL ELVES 
Christmas Eve is just 34 days away, 
So dust off your elf suit and come 
and join us!   Wednesday, Decem-
ber 4th for our annual Hanging of 
the Greens.  We will begin with a 
dinner at 6, and then we will start 

hanging the greenery, trimming the trees, arranging our 
wise men, and making our beautiful church festive for the 
holidays.  We even manage to have some fun while we 
work!         

              LETTER FROM  
          BENIN, AFRICA 
      By: Madalyn DiGiulian 
 

I've just finished my 5th month teaching 
English in Benin. Benin is a small French 
speaking country bordering Nigeria, about 
the size of Pennsylvania. It's a former 
French colony, and was once the capital 

of the transatlantic slave trade. Peace Corps has around 150 
volunteers here, working in education, agriculture, and public 
health. 
 

I'm living in a village in the south of Benin, very very far into 
the bush. My village, Ouassougon, has around 2000 people, 
two water pumps, one bar, and a catholic church. There's no 
electricity or running water, and when it rains, the road turns 
to mud and it's impossible to leave. During the two rainy sea-
sons, it thunders every day, and during the dry seasons, the 
heat soars into the 100s and it rains once a month! 
 

Despite these challenges, it's a very beautiful and peaceful 
place to live and work. We're wedged between two sacred 
forests and the area is full of orange and mango groves. My 
village is split religiously between Catholicism and Voodoo, 
with a small congregation of Jehovah's Witnesses as well. 
While the word "Voodoo" has scary connotations, there's no 
reason to worry! It's a religion based on the worship of ances-
tral spirits that grant protection, wealth, fertility, healthy 
crops, etc. Voodoo is very secretive, which can feel concern-
ing and off putting, but my experiences with it here have 
been positive. My next door neighbors are devout practitio-
ners and have been exceptionally kind and helpful as I get 
settled in here. 
 

Beninese culture is deeply collectivistic. Properly greeting 
people is essential, both in French 
and Fongbe, the native language 
of most southerners. I open my 
front door at 7am and don't close 
it until 8pm-- keeping your door 
closed while you're inside is taken 
as a sign that you're ill. I've scared 
my host family more than once by 
sleeping through my alarm and 
not opening my door early 
enough! Privacy often feels non-
existent as well, I've woken up 
from naps to find children I've 
never seen before playing in my living room. 
 

The school I teach at has around 500 students from 6th to 
12th grade. I teach two 6th grade classes, one 7th grade, and 
one 8th grade class myself, and I teach 10th and 12th grade 
with a Beninese counterpart. Class sizes range anywhere from 
40 to 70 kids --- if a school has less than 40 students in a class 
then the class is closed and students have to find another 
school. Though school fees are too high for many to afford, 
schools are very underfunded and there is a huge shortage of 
qualified teachers. Teaching in this context has been tough! 
Gaining students’ respect as a foreigner and the first woman 
teacher most have had has been the most challenging aspect 
of my time here so far. I do feel I've made progress with 
them though, and I'm hopeful they'll continue to work hard. 

Thankfully, I have a wonderful support system both back 
home and with other volunteers here in country. Though 
I'm constantly missing my family, friends, and fast food, I 
truly am grateful to be here. I'm so appreciative of your and 
BPC's support and would love some mail/emails from the 
congregation! 
 
My address is : 
Madalyn DiGiulian PCV 
Corps de la Paix Américain 
01 BP 971 
Cotonou, Bénin 
Afrique de l'Ouest (West Africa) 
 

And my email is: 
madalyndigiulian@gmail.com 
 

Thank you again, and please hug my parents for me! 
Madalyn DiGiulian 

       Cookies, Cookies,   
             Cookies !!!!! 
The Church Growth/Service Ministry is 
in need of 15 cookie bakers to make 2 

dozen cookies each. Homemade or cut and bake only, to 
be distributed at the Christmas Parade on Sat, Dec 7, 
weather permitting, and to be served at the White Christ-
mas reception on Dec 8.  
The cookies can be dropped off at the kitchen or office 
until Saturday, December 7.  
 

There will be a sign up sheet at the back of the church. 
Thank you.                                  -Drema Davis, Moderator 
 

              Operation Headstart 
 
The Church Growth/ Service Ministry will again make a 
donation to Central Elementary School Headstart Program 
to be used to purchase a Christmas gift for approximately 
120 students. The ministry is asking for matching funds on 
their $1000 donation.  
 
Donations will be taken at the 
Thanksgiving Dinner on November 
24 or can be sent the church any-
time until December 8. Thank 
you. Drema Davis, Moderator 

mailto:madalyndigiulian@gmail.com
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02    Morgan Bridi 

03    Nancy Keatley 

03    Colette Meadows 

09    Alice Yurick 

10    Jack Schroder 

11    Ann Worley 

13    Betty Klingensmith 

16    Sandi Schroder 

18    Charlie Chandler 

MEMORIAL GIFT FUND 

We are grateful for the following Memorial 
Gifts: 

—In Memory of Ted Anderson by: Elizabeth Anderson  
—In Memory of Delaney Wykle: by Mr. & Mrs. Charles 
Lucas, Mr. & Mrs. James Songer, Ms. Harriet Jones,  

   Mr. & Mrs. William Hartling, Ms. Susan Shaffer 
—In Memory of Eddie Cox: by Mr. & Mrs. Charles Lucas 
—In Memory of Dwayne Brooks: by Mr. & Mrs. Charles Lucas 
—In Memory of Michael Richmond: by Ms. Harriet Jones,  
   Mr. & Mrs. Ray Richmond 
—In Memory of Karen Gallagher: by Mr. & Mrs. James Songer 
—In Memory of Phoebe T. Herring: by Mr. & Mrs. James  
   Songer, Mr. & Mrs. Ed. Bibb 
—In Memory of Frank “Bucky” Harkins: by Mr. & Mrs. James 
   Songer  
—In Memory of family members and Saints of BPC who 
   have passed away and in celebration of the 40th Anniver- 
   sary of the Organ: by Dr. & Mrs. Lewis Gravely 

December 2019 

 

 

                Dec 24-25 & Dec 31-Jan 1-Office Closed  

19    Roger Reed 

20    Brenda Meadows 

22    Nick Yurick 

23    Peggy Debnam 

23    Howard Mollohan 

23    William Haslam 

24    Scott VanMeter 

25    Diane Bridi 

29    William Hartling 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
1st Sunday in Advent 
9:45 a.m.-Sunday School  

2 
Noon-AA Mtg-EB 

3 
9:00 a.m.-Shepherd Ctr 
8:00 p.m.-AA Mtg–EB 

4 
Noon-AA Mtg-EB 
6:00 p.m.-Hanging  
        of the greens  

5 
Noon-AA Mtg-EB 
 

6 
8:00 p.m.-AA Mtg–EB 

7 
Christmas Parade  & 

Cookies  

8 
2nd Sunday in Advent 
9:45 a.m.-Sunday School  
11:00 a.m.-Worship 
7:00 p.m.-White Christmas 
7 p.m. Worship on 99.5  

9 
Noon-AA Mtg-EB 

10 
9:00 a.m.-Shepherd Ctr 
8:00 p.m.-AA Mtg–EB 

11 
Noon-AA Mtg-EB 

12 
Noon-AA Mtg-EB 
 

13 
8:00 p.m.-AA Mtg–EB 

14 
11:00 a.m.-Memorial  
              service 
12:00 p.m.-PW Meet-
ing  

15 3rd Sunday in Advent 
Cents-Ability 
9:45 a.m. - Sunday School  
11:00 a.m. - Worship 
7 p.m. Worship on 99.5  

16 
Noon-AA Mtg-EB 

17 
9:00 a.m.-Shepherd Ctr 
8:00 p.m.-AA Mtg–EB 

18 
Noon-AA Mtg-EB 

19 
Noon-AA Mtg-EB 
 

20 
8:00 p.m.-AA Mtg–EB 

21 

22 Christmas Joy Offering 
4th Sunday in Advent 
9:45 a.m.-Sunday School  
11:00 a.m. - Worshp 
7 p.m. Worship on 99.5  

23 
Noon-AA Mtg-EB 

24 Office Closed 
Christmas Eve 
9:00 a.m.-Shepherd Ctr 
8:00 p.m.-AA Mtg–EB 

25 Office Closed 
Christmas Day 
Noon-AA Mtg-EB 

26 
Noon-AA Mtg-EB 
 

27 
8:00 p.m.-AA Mtg–EB 

28 

29  
1st Sunday of Christmas 
9:45 a.m.-Sunday School  
11:00 a.m. - Worshp 
7 p.m. Worship on 99.5  

30 
Noon-AA Mtg-EB 

31 Office Closed 
New Year’s Eve 
9:00 a.m.-Shepherd Ctr 
8:00 p.m.-AA Mtg–EB 

    

Gobble, Gobble, Gobble It Up! 

The Annual Thanksgiving Dinner will be held 
following worship services this 

              Sunday, November 24th.  

STEWARDSHIP COMMITMENT SUNDAY 
Will be this Sunday, November 24th during 

worship.  Be sure to bring your card with you.  

If you need a new card they are available in 

the rack by the front door.  Also return you 

Membership Information form at that time. 

              BLANKET THE ALTAR 
The Church Growth/Service Ministry is launch-

ing the “Blanket the Altar” outreach. The min-

istry is requesting the congregation to bring do-

nations of blankets, soap, toilet paper, tooth-

paste, nonperishable and canned food to the worship ser-

vice through this Sunday, November 24th. Place your 

donation in the floor below the altar. Monetary donations 

may be sent to the church designated to  “Blanket the Al-

tar”. The items will be donated to Helping Hands to help 

the needy in our local area.  Our ministry 

thanks you all for your continuing support.                     

                                Drema Davis, Moderator 
 

Birthdays 

     The Church Growth & Service Ministry 

sponsored craft fair was a great success.  Thanks 

to everyone who donated gift cards and sup-

plies.  We had enough to make it possible to 

raffle off 14 beautiful baskets.  Our venders and 

kitchen workers added to the success of the craft show and 

workers who stayed and helped plan the layout of every table.   

     We had a large turn our and everyone seemed excited.  Our 

visitors came in as stranger and left as friends.  Thanks to all 

the participants.  I thank my family for all the help they were 

for me.  I also want to thank my church family for coming to-

gether with your contributions, your help and all your support.  

The money made will go to support the church mission work.   

                                                      Thank You—Roberta Brock 


