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   We went to Floyd, 
Virginia, the other 
day to listen to old-
time mountain music 
and eat a sandwich. 
We used to do that 
pretty regularly for 
Saturday lunch at the 

Floyd Country Store, where they serve soup and 
sandwiches during their Americana Afternoon 
lineup of banjo and guitar music. The leaves weren’t 
quite changing yet, but the air was cool and it was a 
beautiful drive. We picked a route we’d never gone 
before, turning left at Princeton to head southeast 
on U.S. 460 toward Blacksburg. We went through 
Narrows and Pearisburg, and I noticed a 
campground along what I was guessing was a water-
way. I was trying to see the water and when it finally 
came in view, I wondered aloud what river it was. 
As it turned out, and you may already know, it was 
the New River. I’ve been to the New River below 
the big bridge in Fayetteville many times and I’ve 
crossed over the river on the way to Hinton and 
Lewisburg. I spent five days beside the New River, 
down a long dirt road just north of the North Caro-
lina state line, as searchers tried to find a drowning 
victim and I spent several hours wading in the New 
River in Ashe County, N.C., documenting a search 
for hellbender salamanders and I’ve been to both 
Boone and Blowing Rock where the two forks of 
the New River begin. But I didn’t recognize the riv-
er somewhere I didn’t expect it to be.  
   But even in those places where I’ve been many 
times, the river is always new: the waters flow and 
don’t stop, and everything is changing. You can no 
more step back into the same river than you can 
hold back the sands of time.  
   We had lived just 15 minutes from the Blue Ridge 
Parkway when we used to go to Floyd so frequently. 
It’s been more than a two-hour drive and a global 
pandemic from here, and we hadn’t been since mov-
ing to West Virginia, and it was a trip back in time.  
   They still had cans of possum meat for sale by the 
front door. That’s their way of being funny, I guess, 
because it’s one of those country stores that sell fan-
cy kitchen gadgets, overpriced clothes, turkey reu-
bens and quiche. But the building opened in 1910 as 
a business called Farmer’s Supply Co. and has re-
mained open since as  a hardware or general store 
under different owners.  
   The live music and nostalgia are big draws now.  
   One of my favorite old-time mountain music art-
ists, one whose songs are sometimes played on the 
stage at the back of the store in Floyd, is the late Ola 
Belle Reed. She grew up in a cabin along the New 
River in North Carolina, until her family moved 
north in the steady exodus of people from the 
mountains seeking jobs. Ola Belle said she felt like 
crying and screaming as a truck carried her and her 
family from the mountains during the Great De-
pression, away from their home on the banks of the 

 
New River, away from all she loved, heading north look-
ing for work along the border of Maryland and Pennsyl-
vania. But she was a teenager when the family left the 
mountains, and by then she’d soaked up mountain bal-
lads, fiddle tunes and gospel music. She kept her memo-
ries alive by harkening back to the songs of the moun-
tains, playing clawhammer banjo and writing some 200 
songs. Among the best known are “I’ve Endured” and 
“High on a Mountain.”  
    
   High on a mountain, wind blowing free 
   Wondering bout the days that used to be 
   High on a mountain standing all alone 
   Wondering where the years of my life have flown 
   As I looked at the valleys down below 
   They were green just as far as I could see 
   As my memory returned, oh, how my heart did yearn 
   For you and the days that used to be. 

 
   Ola Belle Reed never made it back 
to live along the New River, but nev-
er forgot her roots. “I prefer to be 
known as a hillbilly, because that is 
where I come from - the hills,” she 
said. It was her heart and soul, these 
mountains, and they never left her 

even though she had to leave the hills and hollers, and so 
she sang of that life which she’d known and treasured 
even though she lived in a strange land.  
   But her parents had given her a way of living and 
passed on a faith that sustained her.  
   She wrote of that in her song, “I’ve Endured.”  
 

   Born in the mountains fifty years ago 
   I’ve trod the hills and valleys through the rain and snow 
   I’ve seen the lightning flashing I’ve heard the thunder roll 
   I’ve Endured I’ve Endured how long can one endure 
    

   Barefoot in the summer on into the fall 
   Too many mouths to feed they couldn’t clothe us all 
   Sent to church on Sunday to learn the golden rule 
   I’ve Endured I’ve Endured how long can one endure 
 

   No matter how the river flows on, or how the sands of 
time run, wherever we find ourselves or whatever we are 
doing, the golden rule is a good thing to take from 
church on Sunday to the highways and byways of life.  
   Try to remember as you endure, as you celebrate, as 
you think back on the past and live into the future:  
   “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” Leviticus 
19:18 
   “In everything do to others as you would have them 
do to you; for this is the law and the prophets,” the 
words of Jesus in Matthew 7:12 (The Bible I use titles 
this passage as “The Golden Rule.” ) 
   The Apostle Paul says that all of the commandments 
“…are summed up in this word, ‘Love your neighbor as 
yourself.’ Love does not wrong to a neighbor; therefore, 
love is the fulfilling of the law.” (Romans 13:9-10) 
   God bless you! 
Monte  
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      Return Service Requested 

01   Helen Trader 
02   Jacob Morris 
04   Mikaela Otte 
06   Todd Scott 
08   Clyde A. Smith, Jr. 
08   Al Combs   

 

LECTIONARY READINGS 

October 2 – Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost: Read 
Luke 17:5-10 Sometimes, when life seems hard, it’s 
difficult to remember our God is bigger than all of our 
worries, and we only need faith the size of a mustard 
seed. What are some things we can do to help our faith 
grow? What helps to remind you that we only need a 
little faith, and God will help ease our pain and 
suffering?  
 

October 9 – Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost: 
Read Psalms 111 In this passage, we are re-
minded to praise the Lord and thank Him in 
everything we do. Sometimes, this can be hard, espe-
cially when things don’t go our way. How can we 
thank God for all of our blessings, and also remember 
to thank God for our unanswered prayers? How does 
God want us to live our lives so we honor God?  
 
 
 
 

October 2 
World Communion  

Sunday & Peace & Global 
Witness  

Lam. 1:1-6 and Lam. 
3:19-26 or Ps. 137;  
Hab. 1:1-4; 2:1-4  
and Ps. 37:1-9;  
2 Tim 1:1-14;  
Luke 17:5-10 

 

October 9 
Jer. 29:1, 4-7 and  

Ps. 66:1-12;  
2 Kgs. 5:1-3, 7-15c  

and Ps. 111;  
2 Tim 2:8-15;  
Luke 17:11-19 

October 16 
Jer. 31:27-34 and Ps. 119:97-

104; Gen. 32:22-31  
and Ps. 121; 2 Tim 3:14-4:5; 

Luke 18:1-8 
 

October 23 
Joel 2:23-32 and Ps. 65;  

Jer. 14:7-10, 19-22  
and Ps. 84:1-7;  

2 Tim 4:6-8, 16-18;  
Luke 18:9-14  

 

October 30 
Reformation Sunday 

Hab. 1:1-4; 2:1-4 and  
Ps. 119:137-144;  

Isa. 1:10-18 and Ps. 32:1-7;  
2 Thess. 1:1-4, 11-12;  

Luke 19:1-10 

NURTURING FAITH IDEAS 

MEMORIAL GIFT FUND 
We are grateful for the following Memorial Gifts 

--In Memory of Chucker Lucas: by Mr. & Mrs. 
Dwight Smith 
--In Memory of John Hedrick: by Mr. & Mrs. 
Dwight Smith 

--In Memory of Martha Rucker: by Mr. & Mrs. Dwight 
Smith 
--In Memory of Jay Scherer: by Mr. & Mrs. Dwight Smith 
--In Memory of Gale Trader: by Mr. & Mrs. Dwight Smith 

12   Jessica Aubrey 
12   Jeff Harris 
13   Bill Bailey 
16   Helen Walker 
25   Sam Yurick  
28   Nancy Tieche 

October 16 – Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost: Read 
Luke 18:1-8 Here we read the parable of the judge who 
didn’t fear God and the faithful widow who wanted her 
rights protected. The Bible tells us that God will judge in 
favor all who believe and serve God. How can we live our 
lives to better serve God?  
 

October 23 – Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost: Read 
2 Timothy 4:6-8 In this passage, we are reminded if 
we serve God and live our lives for God, we will be 
rewarded with everlasting life. Does this give you 
comfort when faced with despair? How do you keep 

your faith when things get tough?  
 

October 30 – Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost: Read 
2 Thessalonians 1:1-4 In this passage, we are taught it is 
right and just to praise the Lord, even when people won’t 
listen. We are reminded, again, to stay faithful in our 
Lord. How do you profess your faith in God? What are 
some ways you can spread the good news of our Lord?  

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN DAY TRIP 
The Ladies of the Church are planning 
their first “Day Trip” to historic Bramwell 
on Thursday, October 20th. They plan on 
leaving around 10:45 a.m. and carpooling 
to Bramwell for lunch and then a tour.  

Further discussion to follow at circle and via e-mails or 
texts. Let us know if you wish to be included in this day 
trip and others throughout the year.  For more infor-
mation, please contact Peggy Debnam (304)923-4822 or 
Brenda Meadows (304)860-5195. 

The Church Growth and Service 
Ministry is planning a Chili Cookoff 
for Sunday, October 9th after wor-
ship.  Everyone is invited to partici-
pate or you can just come and enjoy and vote on your 
favorite. For more information,  please contact Monte 
Mitchell at (336)970-9227. 

LAY READERS are invited to a discus-

sion class led by the pastor beginning at 9:45 
a.m. Sunday, October 9, in the chapel.  Lay 
leadership is a vital and appreciated part of 
our worship experience.  We’ll talk about the 
theology of the various parts of worship, and other mat-
ters.  Potential lay readers are welcome to attend, as well.   

You are invited to a new Sunday 
school class starting Sunday, Oc-
tober 16. Dr. John Vance will 
teach the six-week class, focusing 
on The Apostles’ Creed, and 
touching also on The Nicene 

Creed. The class will begin at 9:45 a.m. on Sundays from 
October 16 to Nov. 20 in the Witherspoon Room. Dr. 
Vance has deep roots in West Virginia, and served 40 
years as the minister at Westminster Presbyterian 
Church in the Hudson Valley of New York. He’s taught 
college courses and been a sought-after conference 
speaker. He holds a Master of Divinity degree from 
Covenant Theological Seminary, Th.M from Princeton 
Seminary, and M.A. and Ph.D. from Drew University. 


