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   My sister texted to tell me her 
daughter Caroline had been in an 
automobile accident and was en-
route to the hospital.  
   As with all my nieces and neph-
ews, I met Caroline the day she 
was born. I remember waiting on 
the floor of the hallway outside 
the hospital room so I could see 

her for the first time. She was the 
New Year’s Baby in 1995, and her photograph was 
on the front page of the newspaper, along with her 
full name: Victoria Caroline Holmes. I’ve loved her 
all her life.  
   I remember holding her on my lap watching the 
Atlanta Braves in the World Series when she was a 
baby. We both fell asleep on the recliner as everyone 
else finished watching the game.  
   She works at Disney World, helping with wed-
dings, but had come home to North Carolina for the 
holidays. She was driving the family’s pickup truck 
on the day before Christmas Eve, and the weather 
was terrible, freezing cold, with steady winds and 
gusts of nearly 40 mph. Objects were flying past in 
front of the truck as she drove, and two of the 
truck’s tires dropped off the edge of the asphalt and 
she lost control as the truck fishtailed backwards and 
hit a tree.  
   My sister Melanie sent me 25 texts the day of the 
accident, and I responded likewise, and we talked on 
the phone. The ambulance had taken Caroline to the 
local hospital, then doctors decided to transfer her 
to Baptist Hospital, the major trauma center in Win-
ston-Salem. She had a broken collar bone, and extra 
air between her lungs and esophagus, and the big 
worry, a fracture of a spinal vertebrae at the base of 
her neck.  

   That night my 
sister texted me a 
photograph of the 
demolished truck. 
The whole back end 
of the truck was 
caved in, sitting on 
top of the trunk of 
the tree it had 
knocked down. The 
cab, where Caroline 

had been sitting, was the most intact part of the ve-
hicle. I started crying as I looked at the photo, and 
Jennifer came over to hug me. 
   As they did more tests on Christmas Eve, they 
found out the broken bone in Caroline’s neck had 
fractured on the outside, but the crack hadn’t gone 
all the way through to affect the spinal cord. Imme-
diately after our Christmas Eve service here, where 
we lit candles and sang “Joy to the World,” my sister 
and I and Caroline talked on the phone for more 
than an hour.  
 

 
   Jennifer and I headed for North Carolina after the 
morning worship service on Christmas Day, talking  
on the phone with both Melanie and Caroline, and  
planning to go to the hospital. But Caroline was  
released before we got there, walking out of the hospital 
on Christmas afternoon under her own power.  
   I was telling someone about her accident, and the  
person remarked, “She must have had an angel with 
her.” I told Jennifer I believed that to be true, and I was 
somewhat taken aback by Jennifer’s reply: “I thought 
you didn’t believe in angels.”  
   I do believe in angels. I could understand what  
Jennifer meant, though, because I’ve expressed it to her. 
I do not believe that human beings earn their wings and 
turn into angels. I believe angels are distinct heavenly 
beings, not human, although I understand when people 
describe a person as an angel, meaning like an angel. I 
think of the kind woman in Buffalo, New York, who 
rescued a mentally-disabled frostbitten man from a 
snowdrift during a blizzard, and took him into her 
home, saving his life. I heard her described as an angel, 
and I understand that comparison. 
   Angels are real beings unto themselves, but give us a 
glimpse or image of God. An angel is a messenger of 
God, but angels do more than proclaim: they help and 
guide and encourage. 
   The Psalmist tells us, “The angel of the Lord encamps 
around those who fear him, and delivers them.” (Psalm 
34:7) 
   The Psalmist tells us that those who live in the shelter 
of the Most High have the protection of angels: “For 
he will command his angels concerning you to guard 
you in all your ways.” (Psalm 91:11) 
   Jesus warns people not to despise little ones for “in 
heaven their angels continually see the face of my  
Father in heaven.” (Matthew 18:10) That’s where we get 
the idea of guardian angels, guarding children.  
   We know that in the Garden of Gethsemane, an  
angel comforted Jesus. 
   Angels are messengers, comforters, protectors, and 
guardians.  
   I don’t think anyone knows why some people get the 
outcome we hope and pray for, and why a guardian  
angel protected a young woman on a slick roadway in a 
terrible storm. I don’t know why the angel didn’t stop 
the accident. I don’t know why other people have  
terrible things happen to them and don’t recover.  
   The hospital that Caroline walked out of on Christ-
mas Day is the same hospital where my older sister, 
Janice Caroline, had died after three weeks in the burn 
center following a house fire. We buried Jan beside her 
baby, Janna Lynn, who had died in the fire.  
   We don’t have control. We don’t know why terrible 
things happen. We don’t know why some people  
survive terrible things and others don’t.  
   But we do live in hope. And miracles do happen.  
And angels are among us. 
   God bless you! 
 

Monte 

Caroline Holmes 
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      Return Service Requested 

02    Jeannie Richmond 
02    Toni Bailey 
03    Barbara Gardner 
03    John Bridi 
05    Marjorie Floyd 
06    Dwight Smith 
12    Nancy S. Bibb 
12    Taylor Callahan 

 

LECTIONARY READINGS 

February 5: Matthew 5:13-20 says you are the light of 
the world and lights are not meant to be hidden. We 
must let our light shine so that others will see our good 
works. What can you do to shine your light and help 
make someone’s day better?  
 
February 12: In the text from 1 Corinthians 3:1
-9, we are told that we are all God’s servants 
working together. What are ways that you can 
work with God’s servants? Gather a group of 
people and volunteer at a food pantry or visit a nursing 
home together or help someone with their chores.  
 

February 5 
Isa. 58:1-9a (9b-12) 
and Ps. 112:1-9 (10); 
1 Cor. 2:1-12 (13-16); 

Matt. 5:13-20 
 

February 12 
Deut. 30:15-20  
and Ps. 119:1-8; 

1 Cor. 3:1-9;  
Matt. 5:21-37 

February 19 
Transfiguration of the Lord 

Ex. 24:12-18 and  
Ps. 2 or Ps. 99; 
2 Pet. 1:16-21;  

Matt 17:1-9 
 

February 26 
Gen. 2:15-17; 3:1-7  

and Ps. 32; 
Rom. 5:12-19;  
Matt. 4:1-11 

NURTURING FAITH IDEAS 

MEMORIAL GIFT FUND 
We are grateful for the following Memorial Gifts: 
 

--In Memory of Carolyn Lucas by Ms. Susan 
Shaffer, Ms. Harriet Jones, Ms. Nancy Kissinger, 
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Brandenburg, Mr. & Mrs. William 

File III, Ms. Nancy Fulks 
 

--In Memory of Gerry Sigmund: by Mr. James E. 
Songer, Ms. Brenda Meadows, Ms. Judy Ragland, Anony-
mous, Mr. & Mrs. Mike Brandenburg, Ms. Barbara Daniel 
 

--In Memory of  Dolly Johnson: by Ms. Brenda Mead-
ows, Ms. Harriet Jones, Ms. Nancy Kissinger, Mr. James 
E. Songer, Mr. & Mrs. William Porterfield, Anonymous, 
Ms. Anita Rice, Ms. Barbara Daniel 
 

--In Memory of Vince Calvert: by Ms. Brenda Meadows 

13    Sara Morris 
14    Evelyn Aubrey 
14    Terry McGill 
20    Wayne Davis 
19    Kimberly Otte 
27    Charles Lucas 
27    Gene Pietrantozzi 

February 19: Among the instructions that Jesus tells us in 
Matthew 5:38-48 is that we are to love our enemies and 
pray for those who persecute us. This is a very hard thing 
to do. It is difficult to love people who hurt us. Who in 
your community or our our world do we need to pray 

for? Pray for them each day this week.  
 

February 26: In Matthew 17:1-9 we hear the story of 
Jesus’ transfiguration, or transformation, as Peter, 
James and John watched. And then they heard a 

voice from heaven say, “This is my beloved Son.” They 
had a “mountaintop experience.” How do you think the 
disciples felt when they heard the voice? How might we 
hear God’s voice today? What might God say to you?  
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A congregational meeting will be 

held at the end of the 11a.m. wor-

ship service on Sunday, February 

12th. The purpose is to consider 

the annual report to the congre-

gation and the 2023 budget.  

 

 

 

 

WARMING CENTER 

For those who are facing these freezing temperatures 
without a place to call home, a respite from the cold 
can be a matter of life or death.  
 
A warming shelter is open from 8 p.m. to 8 a.m. when-
ever the temperature is 15 degrees or colder, and 
they’re looking for volunteers. The Beckley Warming 
Center is in the fellowship hall of the Beckley Commu-
nity United Methodist Church, 217 S. Hebert Street.  
 
The United Way of Southern West Virginia, the city of 
Beckley and various churches are working together in 
providing a hot meal and shelter. An EMT is on duty. 
Volunteers typically work in four-hour shifts: from 8 
p.m. to midnight, from midnight to 4 a.m., and from 4 
to 8 a.m.  
 
If you are interested in volunteering, call Trena Dacal, 
executive director of the United Way, to schedule train-
ing and shifts.  The number is 304-253-2111. 
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