
The Pipe Line          

 

Beckley Presbyterian Church 
203 S Kanawha Street 
Beckley, WV 25801 

304-252-6289 

March 1, 2023 

      Email: office@beckleypres.org 
            Website: beckleypres.org 

www.facebook.com/
BPC.PCUSA.WV 

      In the summer of 2021, John and Patricia 
Lester were working on the church history cabinet 
in the Witherspoon Room. There were some 
heavy tasks, moving and lifting things, and John 
had been having trouble with the strength of his 
hands. His back hurt. He’d fallen off a ladder a 
while back and had attributed some of his pain to 
that, but doctors were starting to explore neuro-
logical reasons as the cause of his symptoms. They 
had a particular disease in mind, and that sounded 
worrisome. But months later, after so many doc-
tor’s visits and tests, they finally diagnosed it as 
something else, ALS, or amyotrophic lateral scle-
rosis. I remember being stunned when John told 
me. “It makes that other sound not so bad,” he 
said, ruefully, with a touch of humor.  

    Grace and courage and humor 
have characterized John and  
Patricia, and their loved ones, as 
they’ve faced this disease. John’s 
personality is the same. If you visit 
with him or call him, he’s the same 
person you know.  
   ALS is progressive and blocks 

nourishment to the muscles, which leads to them 
atrophying or wasting away. The wasting of the 
muscles that is not reversible. There is no cure. 
    John enjoyed the church picnic last June. His 
spoon had padding around the handle to help him 
grip it. His fingers are folded in now because the 
muscles that should straighten them don’t work. 
Those hands repaired thousands of cars and re-
stored classic cars, and now he has to use one 
hand to pull back the fingers of the other if he 
wants to straighten out his fingers.  
   They’ve installed a chair lift at home to help get 
him safely up and down the stairs, most often for 
getting him to the car for trips to medical appoint-
ments. His legs still work enough to be helpful. 
   John and Patricia came to Sunday worship ser-
vices until late last year, but during the holidays 
John was hospitalized with pneumonia. He wears 
a breathing mask most of the time now, and can 
remove it for short stretches of time. They wor-
ship online with us on Sundays, and they know 
you are here, even if you don’t see them. But 
know that when you worship, you worship with 
them.  
   Their daughter Beth lives in Charleston, but 
brings her laptop to Beckley and works out of the 
house so she can help. She’s bought a neighboring 
house and will be moving here soon. Beth figured 
out an adaptor to power John’s breathing machine 
in the car. When they go to a clinic at UVA Uni-
versity Hospital in Charlottesville, VA, Beth sits in 
the back seat with her laptop plugged in, beside 
her father, with his oxygen plugged in. Patricia sits 

 
up front, along with John’s brother Ken. The Lester’s 
son, Chris, who lives in Bluefield, VA, is often part of 
the mix in helping.  

   The quilting group wanted 
to wrap them in love. They 
searched for a fabric with 
classic cars and found it in the 
Ben Franklin store in Fayette-
ville, with cars in red, blue, 
green and yellow.  

   “I love that,” John said. “…Thank everybody who 
had anything to do with it.”  
   Nancy Sotak helped choose colors and fabrics, 
while Mary Calvert cut the fabric and sat for hours 
doing the machine sewing. Nancy Hageman did the 
hand stitching.  
   “When you use this quilt, I want you to feel the 
love of the congregation,” Mary told John. 
    Mary surprised Patricia with a quilt for her, too, 
yellow, with butterflies. “It’s 
gorgeous.” Patricia said.  
   Patricia said they’ve been 
touched by all the cards,  
phone calls and visits, and 
the meals and snacks people 
have brought. 
   On Ash Wednesday, 
shortly before the church service, Dave Trader and I 
went to share communion with John and Patricia and 
Beth in their home.  
   In our service at church that evening, we would say 
the litany, “We remember that we are dust, and to 
dust we shall return.” But there are other things that 
can be said when the ashes are drawn in the shape of 
the cross on someone’s forehead. In the upper room 
with John and Patricia and Beth and Dave, it seemed 
to me we didn’t need another reminder of mortality. 
As I applied the ashes to each person’s head, I said, 
“Remember that you were made from the earth in the 
image of God.” That’s the same thing I said to each 
person who received the ashes in our worship at 
church that evening, and your worship was joined to 
theirs, in the sanctuary and in the room with John 
and Patricia and Beth and Dave. 
   No matter what, in life, in sickness and in health, 
you were made from the earth in the image of God.  
   These are difficult days, and sometimes overwhelm-
ing, but there are good days for John and his family. 
He is still himself, and they appreciate you and thank 
you.  
   The Bible says that after the last supper in the up-
per room they sang a hymn and departed.  
   We all demurred that none of us in that room with 
John are musical, but after communion we joined 
hands and sang “Amazing Grace.”  
   God bless you! 
Monte 
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      Return Service Requested 

05    Jacob Van Meter 
07    Joy Bailey 
08    Patricia A. Lester 
08    Ross Hageman 
09    Judy Harrah 
11    Matt DiGiulian 
12    Kevin Morris 
12    Mallory Mann 

 

LECTIONARY READINGS 

March 5: Matthew 4:1-11 tells us the temptations the 
devil presented to Jesus. We meet temptations each day 
at work, at home, and in life. Jesus resisted these tempta-
tions to do other than what God wanted. This week con-
sider some of the things that cause you temptation to not 
follow God. Try to resist one for this week.  
 
March 12: In John 3 we meet Nicodemus who 
comes to Jesus under cover of darkness, hiding 
from the other Pharisees. This week consider 
what you try to hide in the darkness, hoping no one will 
know. Pray that God will help you bring what you try to 
hide to the light of Jesus and Jesus’ love.  
 

March 5 
Gen. 12:1-4a  
and Ps. 121; 

Rom 4:1-5, 13-17; 
John 3:1-17 

 
March 12 
Ex. 17:1-7  
and Ps. 95;  
Rom 5:1-11 
John 4:5-42 

March 19 

1 Sam. 16:1-13  
and Ps. 23; 

Eph. 5:8-14;  
John 9:1-41 

 
March 26 

Ezek. 37:1-14  
and Ps. 130;  
Rom 8:6-11; 
John 11:1-45 

NURTURING FAITH IDEAS 

MEMORIAL GIFT FUND 
We are grateful for the following Memorial Gifts: 
 

--In Memory of Carolyn Lucas by Mr. & Mrs. 
Ross Hageman 

--In Memory of Gerry Sigmund: by Ms. Harriet Jones 
 

--In Memory of Bobbie Richmond:  by Mr. Ray  
Richmond, Mrs. James E. Songer, Ms. Harriet Jones,  
Ms. Ann Harkins 
 

--In Memory of Dolly Johnson: by Shady Spring  
Women’s Club 
 

--In Memory of Sharon Plumley: by Anonymous,  
Mr. & Mrs. Ross Hageman, Ms. Harriet Jones 

17    Pat Rucker 
19    Lynne Clowers 
19    Debbie Goodson 
26    Kedric Branford 
29    Jennifer Sutphin 
31    Paula Wykle 
31    Brandon Williams 

March 19: John 4 begins with the story of a Samaritan 
woman’s meeting with Jesus. She listens and learns from 
Jesus, despite Samaritans and Jews having despising each 
other. She listens and learns from Jesus. This week see what 
you can learn by reading and listening to the Word. Discov-

er the light Jesus brings to all believers regardless of 
race, ethnicity, sex, or any other division and then do 
the same to someone who seems lost or left out.  
 

March 26: John 11 presents the story of a blind man 
who can see what Jesus brings and the Pharisees who alt-
hough have sight, are blind to the man in front of them. As 
you go your way through this week open your eyes and ears 
to what is happening around you and see as the blind man 
saw. Where do you see God’s activity in the world around 
you?  
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Daylight savings time begins 
on Sunday, March12th.  Be 
sure to spring forward one 
hour before you go to bed  
Saturday night.   

To: Our Church Family  
From: Robin and Peggy Debnam 
 

We will be moving to Rock Hill, SC, 
for a period of time, addressing health 
issues for both of us. Robin’s daugh-
ter, Carmi, and her family will be two blocks away! We will 
leave our grandson Matthew Goodwin in your care as he will 
live in Beckley in our home.  Please stay in touch and come 
for a visit!                          Grace and Peace, Robin and Peggy 
 

  Our address is:      Robin and Peggy Debnam 
                               Harborchase Riverwalk #1147 
                               749 Dunkins Ferry Road 
                               Rock Hill, SC 29730 

    

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, CHUCK! 
 

An impromptu birthday gathering 
on Chuck Lucas’s 86th birthday drew 
about 20 people for lunch at the 
Black Knight Country Club on 
Monday, February 27.  
   “Look how special you are, how 
much you’re loved by everybody,” 
Mike Moore, said to Chuck.  
   Chuck’s brother Van spoke to the 
crowd on Chuck’s behalf,  

saying, “This means the world to him. Just a heartfelt 
thanks.”  
   People told Chuck how 
much he means to them. 
“Anytime I see you, you 
make me feel encour-
aged,” Matt DiGiulian 
told him.  
   Chuck summed up his 

feelings: “Absolute joy.”  


